2s A A CT Et] mn . P . ws 
"A " OO c > os 4 es - "AW og 


£85 Mp " * : 
3-6 —_ * * > 
4 
Eo 
TO 


© CONCERNING 


THE 


EAST-INDIA , 
Company. | 


| } 


Printed i in the Year 1676. 


_ — i — *_—_ w— _—_— 


\ i o_— 193 


Y 26a. PEI 
_— 


C——_ n —— 
. yy 
- ? 


e 


A Lettr from a Countrey Gentleman, to 4 
barriſter 'of the Inner Temple, 


"- LONDON. 


S1R, 


He laſt Poſt brought me news of ſuch Fa77ns and 

Diviſions in the Ex//-India Company as ( my Friend 

ſaies) have ſhaken their Credit , and adds, that 

one iof the; Factions had induced his Aajefty to in- 

terpoſe by Zerters in the EleTion of their Governors and Com 
mittees,and to prohibit their choice of ſome perſons by name: 
I canealily conclude that thoſe Lerrers will not extinguiſh 
the Strifes amongſt them ; perhaps they will make every 
man jealous of his Ziberty and wy but I am not able 
torelolve what is beſt for me to do upon it : All my Szock 
for my younger C//drews Proviſions, I placed in that Compa- 
nies hands at utereſt, and have their Common Seal tor it, 
believing it the beft Security now left in Ezg/azd, preſuming 
that I might have it upon demand, as my occaſions ſhould 
rehuire ;- But T hear that many-of the Company's Creditors 
have:called for their Money from them in all haſte ; and a 
Neighbour of mine puts many Seruples in my head about my 
Security by their Commozre Seal, and queſtions their, Standing 
when the Parliament ſhall fit : Ipray' make Enquiry: for me. 
itto the whole Affair , and-let;me have your Opinion in: 
Cu Aa Law 


a 5 
Fa Lo 1 


% (-2 ) 

Law, whether my Security be good ; and your Advice in 

- Prudence, whether I ſhall Truſt my Money any longer in 

the Company's hands: Your Pains in it ſhall not be loſt, 

nor your Kindneſs forgotten by, 
- 


SIR, 


” Your moZt, &<c. 


The Barriſter's eAnſwer. 


- — - 
Y*: Demand of my Opinion of the Sufficiency of 


the Eaſt-India Company's Common Seal, to Secure 


your C/ildrens Money, hath made me peruſe their 
Charter , and Diſcourſe a Principal Merchant a- 
monegſt them about their Trade, and their preſent Diftract- 
- ons; but what hath paſſed between the (ourt and them ought 


to be like a Noli me tangere to one of my Profeſſion ,. and T 


know you will excuſe me if I ſay nothing of it ; but to 
adviſe about your Afoxey is my Duty. | 

I iuppoſe you were induced to pu your Mozey into that 
Company's hands, by the Riches and the Repute of the Mem- - 


bers of its believing that you had not only three or four : 


able 


hw 
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adventurers thought thoſe Compenics Seals as good as yours, 


(3) 

able men bound for your Security, but perhaps a hundred of 
the moſt Wealthy and Creditable -Traders of alt Zxg/and: 
I know they were cryed up as infallible Security, and Lenders 
thought themſelves obliged to the Compary to accept their 
Moneys at Intereſt : this Reputation was ſuch a Net, as caught 
the Fiſh by Sholes, and enabled them to borrow about 
600000 {, every Lender thinking he had ſo many Rich 
men in his Cheſt, when he had the Company's Seal there ; 
but Iam afraid you will ſcarce Credit me, if I tell you that 
their Sea/ 1s leſs Security for your 4oxcy, than the Word of 
any Sufficient Man in the Company , For their Commaoy Seal 
binds not any one of the Company's Perſons, nor Eftates, ei- 
ther real or perſonal; you can neither Arreſt, nor Implead 

t nor ſmall amongſh themupon their Cozmon Seal, and: 


i you ſhould demand your ALoxey of any particular perſon; 


he would but laugh at you, and bid you go to the Company 
with your Seal, for he owes you not a Groat. 

- Tis true, the Companyy may be Sued (if their Creditors 
leaſe) for 500008//. or 600000 //, or more this Term, and' 

in two or three T2y»:s they may have Fudgment againſt the 

Company upon their ſeveral Seals, but they can have no Exe- 


- tion againſt any. Member of the Compazry, nor his Goods g 


they may take the Company's Goods and Chattels in Execution 
if they can find any , they might extend the” Company's Land),. 
it they had any ; but whocan tell where'to ſeize Goods of the 
Company's to pay the Creditors fue Shilling. per Pound? Yet, 
admitting there were Goods of greater value belonging to 
the Company, when the Sutes are Commenced: rhey' may 
provide for their own: Members by a Divident, and every 
one of them have his own,” and theix Creditors never a penny 
unleſs they can catch it in the 7ndtes. | 

The Creditors of the Company of Grocers, and Merchant- 
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ney, and if their Facfories and Goods thould be deſtroyed by 
the 1z4diazs,, or; {pfideds, and their Shi2s.Joit , or takenia  \ 
w4rr,. or by-Pyrates, they can ſecure their own Stock to thax þ 
Value, iby a:{peedy/Divident of what they have here , and | 
thea bid their Creaztoys find a thing in the Clouds, called theix | © 
Company, to Arreſt for their Moxeys at the beſt, you areat | © 
the Mercy and Will of you know not whom for your 240neys; - 
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(tious4s his Majeſty and his Cognſe!, you would have bad ſome 
- of the Company's Boxd and a Sarety top. before..you had parted 
avith your 240zey : But:I believe they: had never.been{fuch 
Zankers,, as to. have deletyed Conrt-Letters. about .their Ofi- 
.6ers, if they had been forced. to give their Boxd. with Surety 
for their many 100000: /, they have borrowed , - per- 
haps the great Uſurers of that Company would not then have 
put-out their own fozeys upon Boyd Security,-and taken vp 
yours to Trade with. 5 OS 4 od x: 
_ It was pity the Lowbord-ftreet Bankers had not. a_Pattent 

with a Commoz Seal, and to have been made a Compary, rand 
by your Example the People might have lent them 24/ons 


| -upon their Sea/s,, and-they might have lent it again for double 


0s. trebble Intereſt, and payed ſingle as long as they had Re- 
eived double , and when they had failed; -. their Perſozs and 
Eflates had been {ecure.without fear of Bay/zffs,..0r Statutes of 
MC. >, Eo ET | 
Tf this ſeem ſharp upon yon, excuſe me; you deſerve it, 
that would not! Adviſe with me before, you parted with your 
Hovey,. when you know 1t wonld have. colt you nothing: 
but perhaps you wall hope that this m_—_— will be-more ho- 
neſt than ſome others, or at leaſt that their proſpect of Gain: 
1 this Trade,. will make them pay well, that they may cort- 
$oue their.vaſt profit of other mens Afozey without hazard. '* 
... Iconte(s this might quiet your mind a little, ill you-could 
get ſomeSecurity tor your 2ozey, if this Eaſts India Company 
ad any firm Legal Foundation, or any probability of ſftand- 
ing and. enjoying. the ſole Trade of halt the World, as now 
they do, butſee. their Pattexr on. which they ſtand,. which: 
grants-t0 the ,Governors aud Company: | 0 0 <1 
- Thatithey aud their Succeſſors, &Cc. ſhall for ever hereafter 
uſe and enjoy the whole intire and only Trade and Traffick; and 
the whole entire, and only Liberty, {Uſe and Priviledge of Tra-- 
(1.7.08 


(6) 
ing, Trafficking, and uſiug the Trade of Merchanidize to & from 
Se TE ec fins farther ſaith the Patent, by Vertue of 
 'Our Prerogative: Royal, which we will not in that behalf have 
argned,or Lrought inte queſtion, we ftraightly prohibit, 8c. alhe 
Swijedts of Us, our Heirs and  Succeſſors, that none of them 
airefty or indireith, Viſit, Trade or Traffick, or adventnre by 
way of Merchandize, into, or from any of the Eaſt-Indies, gc, 
except the ſaid Governor and Company, Kc, under the penalty of 
Owr Indignation, and the Forfeitere of all Goods whatſoever ſor 
be brought into this Realm, or any of our Deminions, the one half 
; of all the Forfeitures to be to Us, our Heirs, GC, and the other 
half isgranted to the Company: and all and every Offender; 
therein, for their Contempt to ſuffer Impriſonmeut during On 
pleaſure, and ſuch other Puniſhment as to Us, onr Heirs, &c, 
ſhall ſeem meet, and not to be delivered till every of them be 
boand to the Governor in” 1000 {, at + wever to Sajl 
or Traffick into the [aid Eaſt-Indies, &c. And we do grantts 
you the Governor, &c. to Seize upon the Perſons of all ſac En- 
gliſh, or any our Subjeits in the ſaid Eaſt-Indies, which (hall 
Sayl thither, or Inhabit there without their leave &c, or that 
Jhall diſobey their Orders, &c. | 

I need not tell you ( that are of the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
and have Read the Statutes ) the Invalidity of this Patent, 
you have Read (I am ſure) the Srarure of 21. Fac. cap. 3, 
whoſe preamble contains a Judgment in Parliament , That l 
Grants of Monopolics aye againſt the Antient and Fundamental 
Laws of this Kingdom, 

And our Law-Books define a Monopoly, to be An Inſtitution w 
Allowance by the King by his Graunt , Commiſſion, or otherwiſe, 
to amy perſon, body Politick or Corporate, of or for, the only buj- 

ing, [elling, vr uſing of eny thing whereby any perſon or perſons 
are ſought to be reſtrained of any Freedom or Liberty which the) 
had befixe » 9r hinared in their Lawful Trade or Traffic, 
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:\ Tmuft light a Candle to the Sun if T ſhould endeavour to 
eviacethe Goverxor's and Company's PatenPto be a Grant of a 


' Aapapoly: I may call'it - the Aonpoly of — that re- 


firains almoſt all Zxg/5h mer from their lawful Viſiting, and 
Trafficking into ſo many parts of 4ſia, Africa, and America, 
8 includes half the world. 
- Qne ſuch Parext more for the ſole Trade of the other half 
of the world, to ſuch another Number of men, or to half a 
hundred of: the Coxrriers ( and Sir Fohn B. to be the firſt .Go- 
vernor) might raiſe ſome XMillions by the year for Licences to 
Traders, to Sail and Traffick to ſeveral Countreys ; beſides 
the Fines and Forfeitures which would amount to much - 
mares and wo ſuch Companirs might well allow to the ' 
Grown 120600 /, per, menfem, and excuſe our Land of all 
8ubſcdies, and Taxes for ever, ' | t = 
"Tis worth the obſerving ; That the words of the Starnte 
are of as large extent, as the wits of men could invent, #0 pre- 
vent the Reſtriction of' any Liberty of Trade whatſoever ;' And 
eſt Penalties upon the Granrees, injured. by the Statutes, 
ſhould not deter them to acceptſuch Grants from the Crown-2 
The S:atute provides, That all perſons Bodies, Politick and Cor- 
Forate, which then were, or thence after (hould be, ſhould ſtand 
aud be diſabled and uncapable to have, uſe, exerciſe or put in ue, 
exy ſuch Moopolies, Tt makes an incapacity in every body to 
take any ſuch Graunt of a ſole Trade, to reſtrain the Freedom 
of the People : Now the Goverzer and the Company I ſpeak of, 
being uncapable to take ſuch a Patent, do you judge, whe 
ther this. Company hath any Subſiſtance, or Being in Lew, and 
thence you can colle@, the true value of their $241, that hath 
paſſed for ſo much 24ozey, and the probability of their ſtand- 


-: But this Pazext ought to have ſome other name than a 
Monopoly: Tt Creates RA” of the Eſtates of all Zxgliſh- 
: D aver 


"1. 
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»en that dare dwell in; or 7/it;: or Trade to half the 19nd; 
At gives POW'Sr OVeR their. Perſans towiriſanand keep in cual 
during pleature:- & Aﬀerts on;Creates gn'|Arbitraty:Poweria 
the Crown of puniſhing, & 29//b-wen by | Dilctettin: after « 

are mpriſoned, ang their Eff.ites ſeized: it ſubjects all Enutiſhe 
men that accept for neceſſities ſake of Imployments: under the 
Governor ang Company to be punithed: at the. will. of them and 
their Servants according to-Diſcretivn, not excepting: Life i 
ſelf, either from the Crown the firft. place, er the Company 
in the next. :- $0 | = 
 Icannot but wonder what Zawyer drew this Putent: Eve 
ry puny Advoter inour Halls knows, That no Forfettures of any 
kind £11 grow by Letters Patents : tor it was adjudged un rhe 
41. Eliz. fol, 12.5. Cafe ae Londgrs, King He nrythe ork grants 
ed to the Corporation of Dyers in London, Fhat every Cleath 


Dyed with Logwoid ſbould be Forfeited z and their Charter cons 
teiniog this. Forfeiture, was: judged, againft the. Law: of the 


L484,; and Magna Charta, i ov OE at's 
© Every Zayyer allo knows. That mo Patent samrifirtin: hi 
Libertyof $he $4 45? GB I868) thing. Io ther. Eltz, Devenant 
and Hurds Calc. The Mercaut-Tuylers having power by 
Antient Chirter to make Ordinances: for their Socerty, On 
dained; That every$rother of that Soctety{bould put-awe half of 

is Cloar hp,to;be: drefped, by ſorteetornthwar key free of the: Cons 
fevy mport tht Forfeltare af ten: Sh9tngs:. Fhar Ordivance was 


. 


adjudged to beagaunt the Law, for thit Every Swbje@ hath a 


Freedom to put his Clvaths to be dreſſed by whom he will, King 


Philip and- Queen Af ry, granted 4 Pater tothe. Town. of 


South hampton, - That; all | Miſes wines bronrht (ants: this 
Reglni' flould he Landed only; jhcir Ports. withia Probitiidiong 
That no. perſon [bowld do otherwiſe under pain of trebble Cuſtoms: 
And it was-Refolved by-all-the; Judges, That the Grant being 
in Refirains of the Ereedan of tht. Beople for Tuning Wines, 
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$44 g21f} the-Lew and Grear Oharter, and meerly woid. 
J-protelt I am-aſtoniſhed !- Could any man in-a Gown, Se/i-- 
SIter Os Attorny General be 1gnorant, That every Engliſh-man 
hath fuch a Property 1n his Eſtate, Privileges, Liberty, Peron, 
Limb and Life, That none of them can be ſubject to be Seized, 
Faxteited,, or any way deſtroyed, but by force of Laws made 
bythe Eree Conient in Parliaments: Is not. this the Diſtin&tion 
bety'cen the-Tuikiſn.and French Vaſſals and Free-born Engiiſls 
wer? I iny again, how durit any Lawyer draw this Patent? 

; You ke now, Iama little Zealous in my own Profeflion of 
the Law, being Sworn to it : But I doubt: I ſhall put.you into 
&wgrle Fright abour the; Sea/ for;your one, if I ſhould tell 

ou that I am afraid, That the Gaveraor and Company I talk of, 
par Peticianed for, and:accepted lueh a Patent, are in dan- 

r. aot-only to pay trebble Damages to all whom they have 
Falad, Hindred, Grieved, or Diſturbed in their Trades to 
the J»di:y by. Colour of their Patent, according; to the Starute 
of 2.1, Fac, c2p.3.:( and perhaps-fuch.Damages may amount 
Þ ſome.100000'/. at leaſt!) But they are allo in hazard to be 
Puniſhed: and Fined by the Common Law, 'and eſpecially by 

Pertiamety , for Seeking for, Propounding and Accepting ack 
Pate pt,: 6. ITS af Vi [10s | PRA SETYTELT Mb 0h ROS $::1. 
.-Doubtleſs every. Offence again. the! Eundamental Lows. is 
puniſhable: It was-one of the;Artiales againſt 1/iamiDele- 
goo, 'Dake of S»ſſe Y, 'Thst he :had Prhonred from the Grown di- 
pers Liberties tn Derogution of, tht. Common Law :' See Rol. 
Part, 28, Hen.. 6, Num, 30« . In the 5th#4d.'3.. Trp. Prachy of 
London Was leverely. punifliedfor procuritgy# Aetrmt-fer fole 
Feuding of Sweet ayes. XNou khow what was done:tolome 
m King. Fees and the. late-Kirg? time for. pritf\\Reftraine 
procured upon Trades... gry oy 


-- Yet I muſt confels and farther tell You, . That the Security 
is the worſe, becauſe of the Fear of ſuch Queſtioning. in 


; B 2 Parlia- 
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Parliament rniy at any time make the Goveyney 4nd" Cvimpeny 


Diffolve their Corporation, which-they may! doi any Spring, 
by omitting ro chooſe & Governarand Committees between the 
tenth and laſt of April: Andas the Patent is drawn, Reltrain. 
ing them from all Powers not therein 4 9 ay 
I doubt ſuch an Omiſion, after a Divident amongſt theme 
ſelves, to ſave their own Stock, may Diflolve the Corpora. 
tion, if it had been well Founded by a Legal Graunt of Pow. 
ers, and Previledges, which were in the Kings power to. Give: 
But the Patexz being ſuch , as you may ſrom hence colle&, [ 
ſhould trouble you in vain, to ſhew you how the Company de- 
nds upon the Kizgs pleaſure; And-upon what eafie terms 
he may Null it if. they offend him. po HEEL 11! 20 
Do not ſuffer any to deceive you with hopes of this Com- 
pany's ſtanding, under pretence of ſome benefit that accrews 
to the Crown by Cuſtoms, or the Neceſlity of a wr ro » ha- 
ving Forts and Fatories in thoſe parts of the World, - which 
could not be withont a Governor and Company,” . 7 
I that am no Trader know, Thatithe Parliament could if 
it be a uſeful Trade to Eglend ( which Tam no proper Judgs 
of) haveeſtabliſhed Legally ſuch Rules whereby. the T>ade 
might have been managed, and Fac#ories, Forts and Caſtles 
maintained'; and the Taberty of: Trade might have been-pre- 
ſerved to every Engliſhman, and'five times the Trade pained; 
andthe price of our own-Manufactures 6f .Cloath and others; 
advanced, by the multitude and freedom of Buyers , and the 
price of the Goods Imported niuch lefſened. to the Er2l;/h, 
and muck-mofe Trade with theſs Commodities gained into o- 
ther partsof the world, AnTaftance of this} is well known 
in the Turkey Company whereno Merchant can be exctuded 
or denyed to Trade with their particular Stock , yet the ſame 
pretences might have been for Reſtraint, that ſome do yainly 


I 


ſuggeſt in this, 


(x1) 103 
I havenow done like one that loves you ; And have. ftoln 
7, time from my Clyexts in the midſt of Term to Anſwer your 
6 Deſires at large. You may ſee by this, what Security you 


I have for your Money by. the Sea/ ; The Prudential part, 
how to come by it, I muſt refer to your ſelf, your ſhare of 


- Prudence being far Superior to that of, 

7. 

Tour moſt F aith- 

3 e , 
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i Forgot to Obſerve to you, 2 thing Remarkable in my 
, Opinion: It ſeems, many perſons of great Quality, and 
, | caunent Merchants were Sutors to Q. Z/zz. in the 4.1. of her 
.. | Reign tobe made a Body Corporate by the Name of the Go- 
+; | ?cr70r and Company 0 Merchants Trading to the Ef 
k- Indies, and a Patent was granted accordingly ; But no Prohis 
'« | Pitionis granted for others to Trade thither under the For- 
, | fcitures, Pains and Penalties, nor oP grant of thoſe extra» 
2 | vagant Illegal Powers, unto which this preſent Company 


pretends: See the care of that Age to preſerve Freedom and 
4 Property, þ 


FINIS. 


